THE YOUNG TURK MOVEMENT	479
ginning had not hindered it. His autocratic tempera-
ment, however, made him very jealous of his power, as
well as profoundly hostile to any attempt at effective
control. In consequence, he systematically checked all
efforts tending to this end and for this purpose took ad-
vantage, without scruple, of the political crisis in which
the State was involved.
At the conference of ambassadors at Constantinople
large concessions were proposed in order to quiet the
national revolts in the Balkans. But the Sultan's council
rejected them on January 18^ 1877, declaring them
incompatible with the Constitution. A few days later, ,
the Sultan dismissed and exiled Midhat Pasha, claim-
ing that this minister was unsuccessful in the execu-
tion of this fundamental law. The reason for this was
very simple. The prime minister, whose patience with
respect to the inveterate hostility of the sovereign was
exhausted, had actually written to the Sultan that the
Constitution must not remain a dead letter, and that in
promulgating it there had been no other purpose than
abolishing absolutism. He indicated to the sovereign his
rights and duties, defining and establishing those of the
ministers, assuring complete liberty to the nation, and
thus uplifting the country by a common effort. The
political result of this tyrannical action of the Sultan was
not long in appearing. The Marquis of Salisbury, reply-
ing to a question raised in the House of Commons, de-
clared in effect, February 20, 1877, that in Turkey there
was ueither aristocracy, nor governing class, nor organ-
ized democracy, nor representative government. It was
in itself a complete indictment, of which later events bore
testimony to the wisdom of this English statesman.
Aside from the deplorable effect of the arbitrary meas-
ure above mentioned, the constitutional proclamation it-
self had been received in Eussia with the most skeptical
reserve. The inspired echo of it is found in the press of

